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Aloha Members and Landowners, 
 
     In Nov., VP Dan Brouillette, Stephanie Bath [a con-

cerned resident], and myself, met with Mayor Harry Kim, 
Corp. Council Gerald Takase, and Public Works Bruce 
McClure. We voiced our concerns regarding the County ver-
sion of the Easement Agreement [EA] for the HA portion of 
the Puna Emergency Access Road [PEAR]. At that meeting 
we presented the County of Hawaii with the HACA wish list. 
The wish list simply stated what a majority of the HACA 
board agreed should be in writing or referenced to, regarding 
the EA. The County proposed EA has no community input 
whatsoever. It would be totally fair that the owners of the HA 
collectively owned private road lot have a voice concerning 
its fate.  

   The County could legally submit their EA to the Ha-
waii State Bureau of Conveyances [HSBC] for recordation. 
As of this writing only 6 out of 4009 lot owners have signed 
over their interest in the road lot. It’s a sad day in paradise 
when 6 people want to give away something that’s not theirs 
to give away. Hawaii Revised Statues [HRS] allows for only 
1 signature for recordation. I’m personally willing to appeal 
any decisions HSBC may make on 2 solid points. 1, is that 
there’s been no community input, and 2 that when the HRS 
was enacted into law that allows for only 1 signature, no con-
sideration was given for land that’s collectively owned by 
4009 lot owners. I believe the HI Supreme Court would 
agree.  

   Someone with a vendetta against us recently removed 
our new intersection signs from roads C, D, & E between 1 & 
8. We have a suspect. Luckily, they are slowly turning up. So 
far all of road E signs have been recovered. The perpetrator 
threw them in the bushes after breaking them off. Roger Rob-
inson volunteered to search for them along E road. If you live 
along C or D, and have the time to search the bushes at the 
intersections, please do. Any recovered signs can be turned in 
at the center during open hours. 

    The real estate market is hot right now in HA. The 
demand is currently exceeding the supply, which drives up 
prices. There’s good and bad to this issue. Sellers stand to 
realize a good profit if they bought when prices were low. 
Buyers are at risk if speculation is their motive. I’ve seen the 
market go up and down a few times. Investors actually lost 

 

after the early 1990’s Japanese economic crash. There’s no 
reason to think it can’t happen again.  

    We have a new and much needed Land Owners 
Relations Committee. See Diana Miller’s attached report. 
This committee’s function will be to oversee a related 
service HACA will offer regarding property for sale. 

    The Puna Regional Circulation Plan [PRCP] is in 
progression [I call it regression]. See Stephanie Bath’s 
report in this newsletter. The private planning group from 
Oahu, Townscape, has a draft done. The comment period 
will be done before you read this. Personally I’m opposed 
to the plan because of the effect this will have on HA. 
Again, HA for the most part has been ignored. A few of us 
have been involved, but have only been able to have a 
superficial input. I offered past surveys of HA landowners 
to Townscape. They expressed no interest at all after 
learning that a large majority of us want no more roads 
passing through our subdivision. Which proves my point. 
One member of the Citizens Advisory Group [CAG] to the 
planning process of the PRCP, is consistently pushing for 
land use changes. If Bonnie Goodell gets her way, say 
goodbye to Ag. Zoning. The PRCP is pushing for connec-
tivity of all roads in Puna. This is a smoke screen for them 
to get a Central Subdivision Corridor [or whatever they 
will call it] through HA.  This scenario would go against 
the will of HA landowners as evidenced by all the survey 
results of the past 10 years.  

   Ainaloa Development Corporation’s permit to 
build a golf course on the makai boundary of HA has been 
granted an extension. The Hawaii County Planning Com-
mission rejected their bid to modify the conditions of that 
permit, which required them to make certain contributions 
to the Ainaloa community. HA has again been ignored, 
though we tried to be included because we now provide 
access over the HA portion of the PEAR. The case is cur-
rently under appeal by the developer. 

   We have a new entry sign for our Kuauli entrance 
to 8 & 9 roads. It’s an exciting change for our community. 
Mahalo to Joe Haase for removing the old sign. More to 
come, on this.                                     -Jack Russell Brauher 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

BY JACK RUSSELL BRAUHER 



VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

BY DANNY BROUILLETTE  
 *RESTORATION - “To bring back to a previous condition or even to make better than before.”  
       This process of creating and recreating one’s environment has been the human condition since Adam and Eve, and is the 
‘back to Eden’ mindset of the many members of the mass exodus of people moving into Hawaiian Acres in recent years.  The 
number of new residences is doubling every year now.  People desire to have a new and better life and move to Hawaii to recon-
nect with nature.  Many have carried this dream in their minds and hearts for many years.  Some are residents here and plan to 
move onto their land in H.A. someday.   
       “You become what you spend time doing.”  When you spend time growing things, you become a ‘grower’; spend time de-
stroying, you become a ‘destroyer’; spend time making things better than they were before, and you become a ‘restorer.’  Each of 
us comes to our own three acre piece of Paradise for the first time and we see it for what it is and what we want it to be.  If it is 
pristine rainforest the ‘grower’ will think what he will grow.  The ‘destroyer’ will bulldoze all the land flat to the rocky ground.  
The ‘restorer’ will preserve the best trees and natural gardens and then process the rest into an ‘eden’ of orchards and live in the 
midst of it.  These examples are generalizations, of course. 
       Landscaping in the tropics becomes an important focus for all of us.  Years down the road our neighbor will be people in-
stead of the forest.  Preserving the best trees before bulldozing can add tremendous value to your land—monetarily, psychologi-
cally, and culturally.  Some trees and forest ecosystems in H.A. have taken 400 years to develop.  Hawaiians call this genera-
tional ‘life of the land’: the ‘Aina.  An even more encompassing Hawaiian word is ‘Honua’, which means, ‘mother nature and all 
she encompasses.’ 
       This process of creating or recreating one’s surroundings means to live in peace with your new environment, your neighbor, 
and your future community as a whole.  Buffer zones are important when preparing landscape design.                                    

(Continued on page 3) 
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AREA 1 REPRESENTATIVE 

BY DIANA MILLER 
   Aloha Hawaiian Acres resident and non-resident property 
owners!  I cannot believe that it is time for the newsletter 
article again.  And once again, I really don't have anything 
specifically for Area 1 to report.  I've seen a few more lots in 
the area being developed, but other than that, nothing much 
has changed since my last report. However, I would like to 
relay some information to you.  I recently bought a vacant 
lot on 5 Road and intend to use a county program that allows 
me to establish my 3 acre parcel as a native forest 
preserve.  There are specific guidelines for this that can be 
found on the county website. The application is on the Real 
Property Tax Division web page under "exemptions."  (The 
form still states that parcels must be 5 acres or more, but that 
is not current.  There was a recent change to lower the size 
to 3 acres.)  The land needs to be at least 60% native forest 
species and must be dedicated for a period of 20 years.  A 
side benefit of preserving the native forest is that you don't 
need to pay property taxes on it...after you meet the county's 
established criteria.  I am a proponent of the environment so 
this seemed like a great idea.  Back to my Area 1 
report....I've attended all of the HACA council and general 
membership meetings and I try to be a good representative 
for our area and community.  If you have any concerns that 
you'd like me to bring up at the next meeting, my contact 
information is e-mail, diana411@earthlink.net, or phone 

(808) 982-7722. Aloha!                                 -Diana Miller 
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Leaving a stand of forest trees in front of land adds valuable pri-
vacy and contributes to peace of mind.  Building your house in a 
location not right next to your neighbor is smart!  The lots in H.A. 
are long rectangles (150’ x 876’).   
 
     Here is a picture of destruction which may or may not be justi-
fied, depending on the type of lava flow that exists.  No hint of 
rainforest remains:    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Here is a different picture of another new lot bulldozed after a 
bit of consultation: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your valuable time PLUS your heart-felt dreams PLUS  words 
of consultations EQUALS your environment. 
     Welcome to the process.                    -Dan Brouillette 

        

Vice-President’s Report  (Continued from page 2) SECRETARY’S REPORT 
BY JOHN LEHNERT 

Aloha HACA Members: 
     I’ve enjoyed serving as your volunteer Secretary since 
last July and wish to continue.  In the previous newsletter I 
said I intend to work toward maintaining the special quality 
of life in our subdivision. 
     As I see it, we seriously need strong political autonomy to 
moderate imposition of county/state interests.  We also need 
to increase effectiveness of rubbish disposal and to combat 
thieves and vandals.  These objectives can only happen with 
much more membership participation.  Please be sure to reg-
ister your email and phone numbers.  It is crucial that you 
know your area representative and his/her email and phone 
number. 
     New this past year we have a Junk Car Committee and a 
Landowner Relations Committee.  Both committees need to 
grow.  We need an area for trash disposal and recycling, and 
a larger playground.  Although these ideas have been pro-
posed before, there has been little or no progress.  Our resi-
dent population is increasing rapidly, and the need is now 
greater.  We have a bit more money and some unused land.  
We need participants.  
     Please get involved.  If more involvement means someone 
runs against me for Secretary, so much the better.  Bidding 
for a HACA council seat against no one is sad and absurd. 
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AREA 1 REPORT 
By DAN WALDHOFF 

It has been a busy year. I've had to adjust from holding a pen to 
holding a hammer and from swinging an eraser to swinging a machete. 
I've lost more than 20 pounds doing it but the results are satisfying in 
other ways too. We have the beginnings of a nice home and the property 
l o o k s  l i k e  I ' d  b e e n  i m a g i n i n g  i t  
could since I bought it in 1996.   

   Lots of changes have been going on around us in Area 1 too. 
There has been a lot of new construction, new drives opening up and 
properties being cleared.  Country living doesn't always give the chance 
to meet the new "neighbors" but I have been able to talk over the fence 
with quite a few. Most of them seem pretty happy and I haven't heard 
too many complaints - except about Oprah and Donald from those who 
want to buy and praise of same from those who want to sell ... property 
values seem to be on everyone's mind.   

   Hawaiian Acres has managed to stay out of the news (relative to 
other areas of Puna) and is conspicuously absent in most of the crime 
reporting in The Tribune. There have been no clouds of smoke, explo-
sions, sirens, gunshots, volcanic events or tsunamis to break the peace 
and quiet of Area. The roads have been well tended (Mahalo to Paul, the 
hard working rep on HARC!!!), but not so well tended as to make them 
attractive to rally drivers.  Wild pigs seem to be the biggest hazard in the 
neighborhood, though none have come my way. I'm glad I didn't put the 
effort into digging an imu (traditional underground oven) - save it for 
next year.  

   The Board has been active. Meetings have not been overly long 
and business has been transacted without any fist fights, name calling or 
even overt sideways glance (for the most part). The position of the 
Board as it represents the Community Association members has been 
clearly iterated to the local politicians and the variety of government 
bodies which hold our futures in their hands. We've entertained impor-
tant guests at meetings to sample their positions and disseminate them as 
well.  

   Hopefully, writing about all the above won't bring the luck that 
fishermen dread when someone asks about the fishing. 

HACA AREA 2 REPORT 

BY JULIE JACOBSON 

Aloha! HACA has been progressing with several new faces 
on the HACA board joining the familiar ones and the returning ones 
from over a decade ago.  The combination of those with a historical 
perspective and the fresh ideas of newcomers makes for a good 
board.  One of the highlights of HACA activities was a large, well 
organized trash pick-up coordinated  by former HACA Treasurer 
Alice Suncloud.  Mahalo Alice, and all who helped! 

Just a reminder that I am running again for Area 2 HACA 
board member. I seek your support to continue to serve our wonder-
ful Hawaiian Acres community.    Mahalo! 

 HACA AREA 4 REPORT 

BY ROD ACKERMAN 

As Chair of the Junk/Abandoned Vehicles Committee, I’m glad 
to report that we are currently trying to work with the County of Ha-
waii to severely lessen the number of DUMPED autos in our 
neighborhood.  We have over 70 miles of roads in our subdivision, so 
LET US KNOW where that junk vehicle is. 

HAWAIIAN ACRES FUTURE  
-ADDENDUM TO PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT 

BY STEPHANIE BATH 
Over the past months a group of Hawaiian Acres residents, includ-

ing myself, have been investing a significant amount of time into con-
necting with Hawaii County. Recently I was appointed to the HACA 
Planning Committee. Currently the county is putting together a transpor-
tation plan. Did you know that? This plan addresses various issues. Con-
nectivity between upper and lower Puna and also alternative routes in 
and out of lower Puna are high priorities. They visualize park and drives, 
and bus routes with more regularly scheduled buses from Puna to other 
parts of the Island. (Currently bus service is free from Puna/Ka’u.) It is 
exciting to see that pedestrian and bike paths are being considered. With 
“Peak oil” issues some of us see the urgency of a plan. I will not go into 
detail, as I assume the HACA Planning Committee will report exten-
sively on the PRCP in this newsletter. 

One critical issue that directly effects Hawaiian Acres is that of an 
alternative route from upper Puna to lower Puna. Let me run a scenario 
by you. Many of us have experienced what has occurred when the Vol-
cano Highway, Hwy 11 “artery” develops a “blood clot.” There are 
many ways that this has, can occur. Traffic accidents, earthquake dam-
age, flooding, downed trees and power lines, etc., etc. In most places, 
depending on where the clot lodges, there is no way to travel from upper 
to lower Puna. This can be a mere nuisance or life threatening. It seems 
prudent to look at having an alternate route. I for one would not want a 
health emergency to occur and not have access to the hospital. I feel 
uncomfortable when I think of a school bus of children isolated from 
their families...or even a tourist that is trying to get to the national park 

(Continued on page 7) 

HACA REP-AT-LARGE REPORT 

BY JANET JUDY 
Hello, my name is Janet (Jan) Judy. I have only been on the 

HACA board for a short time but in that time I have seen many great 
ideas come before this board. One such idea is having a computer 
system whereby people in the Acres could be informed about homes 
or lots close to our own homes that are being sold. It’s a great idea in 
that it’s the board’s express concern that each member of our commu-
nity be enlightened as to what is going on in OUR neighborhood. 
Knowledge is power and that knowledge can be used in whatever way 
the nearest land owner sees fit. 

I have seen our members get involved in doing community 
betterment projects such as trying to keep our Acres from looking like 
a pig pen. I am sad to say that the PEAR has not helped that problem. 
With added traffic through our area also comes added trash from 
thoughtless people throwing things out the windows of their vehicles. 
This is a travesty since I’m sure those same people would be totally 
bent out of shape if WE threw the same trash in their front doors as 
they are throwing in ours. 

I have seen neighbors who are making every effort to keep an 
eye on what happens to our road system to possibly avoid further 
trash coming into our area. 

I have witnessed the fortitude of our president/vice-president in 
the face of many disputes and trials and for the most part, have been 
impressed with the outcome. 

I have appreciated being informed by our office manager of 
meetings and special events going on that concern us as representa-
tives of our community and members of the HACA board. My wish is 
that with the new DSL computer program that will continue to im-
prove even more. 

I have been appreciative of the members of our board who are 
making every effort to keep things caught up at the office site, our 
small fire division, and even to junk car removal. Way to go guys!!!! 

Errors are made, tasks forgotten and tempers have flared but by 
and large the HACA board deserves a pat on the back for every effort 
made and every task accomplished, while still attempting to keep as 
many of our community informed as possible.  

The PEAR project will very soon be the County’s maintenance 
and liability responsibility and upkeep should improve, the safety of 
the road will improve and I for one am grateful for all the above. 

Until next time I remain one representative-at-large trying to get 
a grip on this awesome assignment.                      Jan 



HAWAIIAN ACRES SUBDIVISION MAP 
You can find your HACA representation area by checking your lot’s location against this map. 

For help determining your lot’s location you can call the office 808-966-9892. 
The nearest post office is located in Kurtistown. There is a long waiting list for available box 

space. There is no mail delivery into the Acres, but there is parcel delivery by major carriers. 



    CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT                                
I didn’t intend on running for President for 2005-2006.  But 

as the year draws to a close, there are 2 major issues that will im-
pact HA that I intend to have closure on.  We have no term limits, 
as Board positions are voluntary.  I’m not a quitter, or one to leave 
major business unfinished.  So with your support, I am willing to 
take the lead again.   

The 2 main issues that need closure are the PEAR Easement 
Agreement and the Puna Regional Circulation Plan (PRCP).  Even 
if few or none of the other things on my list below gets accom-
plished in the next year, they will need attention in the near future.  
My WISH LIST for HA is as follows: 

* A larger building, a pavilion, and an upper HA facility. 
* Native Hawaiian involvement in our community. 
* A webmaster on our board to keep our website current. 
* Parks distributed around HA. 
* A community association where all landowners are mem-

bers.  We could call it ALOHA, All Landowners of Hawaiian 
Acers. 

* An alternative energy powered community center. 
* An office manager that is not a HA landowner.  (I don’t 

have a lot of support on this one, but it’s logical that a non-
landowner contractor would be more impartial.) 

* Saturday night town hall type meetings. 
What we Don’t need in HA are: 
Zoning changes; Golf Courses; Municipal water; Additional 

Roads or Highways cutting through HA. 
Mahalo, and I hope to serve you again in 2005-2006. 
                                                         -Jack Russell Brauher 

    CANDIDATES’ LETTERS 
Only Hawaiian Acres Community Association paid Members have received the HACA Ballot Insert  

included with this newsletter. New members will be sent a ballot upon request. 

CANDIDATE FOR VICE-PRESIDENT 
My name is Dan Brouillette and I am once again announcing 

my candidacy for the position of Vice-President of the HACA 
Board.   

I currently serve as VP and look forward to continuing to 
make the year ahead an even better one for our residents and land-
owners.   

Your vote of confidence is one way to help in the process of 
creating your environment.  Another way is to contact me person-
ally or write an article for our newsletter, of which I am ‘editor.’  I 
look forward to hearing more from you.   

Thank you,                 Dan Brouillette, Vice-President 

ANY VOLUNTEERS FOR TREASURER? 
Duties include reporting of financials at board meetings, mak-

ing recommendations to the board and signing of various checks 
and documents.  This is done with the support of the office man-
ager. You must be a paid member of HACA and resident of Hawaii 
to fill this Board seat.           Give HACA a call at 808-966-9892!! 

CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY 
I’ve enjoyed serving as your volunteer Secretary since last 

July and wish to continue.              -John Lehnert 

CANDIDATE FOR AREA 1 
Since returning to Hawaii from Japan last April I’ve had the 

privilege and pleasure of representing Area 1 in the Hawaiian Acres 
Community Association.  I hope that I have contributed and ade-
quately represented the interests of Area 1 residents.  After having 
spent the preceding  16 years speaking, listening, and thinking in 
Japanese, I was a bit uncomfortable.  Fortunately, enough English 
was residually active in the dark recesses of my bean to understand 
and participate-though my stammering might have been comic relief 
for the other board members.  From Independence Day I was up to 
speed and doing my part to keep the flow of business...flowing. 

The next year and probably the next decade will become in-
creasingly more important to owners and residents of HA as pressure 
from a burgeoning population in Puna threatens dramatic changes.  
Change is inevitable, but for us to sustain what is Good and Special 
about Hawaiian Acres (HA) we must be thoughtful and involved in 
all the planning processes.  HA represents my plan for a lifestyle, a 
farm, and a home.  Others may consider their land solely as a finan-
cial investment.  I feel that both the quality of life and investment are 
tied directly to the rural and agricultural nature of HA.  As neighbor-
ing subdivisions build out and overbuild, the value of property in HA 
can only improve-because of the agricultural assets, the forests, and 
the absence of urban infrastructure.  There are very few places left in 
America where the advantages peculiar to HA are available in close 
proximity to the unique social, cultural, educational and economic 
assets of a city like Hilo. 

“Community” brings to mind another personal priority in the 
coming year.  There was a time when there was less interest in own-
ing here than in being here.  Then, there was an active Community of 
residents committed to sharing the pioneering nature of life in the 
Acres.  The Community Center was a hub for social activity and 
mutual support.  Sharing meant meeting, a luxury that is less likely to 
be possible today.  Meeting and sharing excluded non-resident own-
ers whose interests in HA may not have been any less intense, only 
more distant.  Living in Japan my only connection to the Community 
was through the newsletter, which was both too little and too late. 

HA needs a Community based internet forum to connect, in-
form, and serve owners, residents and any other interested parties.  
My personal weblog about our ‘homesteading’ activities attracts 
several hundred regular readers who want to vicariously share our 
experience in Paradise.  Those who have a real, personal and finan-
cial interest in HA should have the same opportunity.  A web-based 
Community would give better information dissemination, access and 
input.  Improving the quality of communication as a factor in the 
quality of life/ownership for resident and non-resident owners is 
important. 

That brings me to my last point.  Joining the Hawaiian Acres 
Community Association has advantages.  They may not be immedi-
ately apparent but they are significant.  Paying is part of belonging.  I 
paid my Association dues when living here was a distant dream.  It 
made me feel that this place was a part of my life and that I was a 
part of this place.  That feeling was important.  HA as a place is im-
portant and you as an owner are important, whether you live here or 
not.  There is always… ‘Someday!’   

I would like another opportunity to serve on the HACA Board 
and ask for your support again this year. 

Mahalo,    Dan Waldhoff, Area 1 Rep 
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CANDIDATE FOR AREA 4 REP 
Hello Hawaiian Acres.  I will be running for office again this 

year.  I would very much appreciate your vote.  The association has 
accomplished so much this past year.  Also, Aloha to the many new 
residents in the subdivision.                Thank you,  Rod Ackerman 

CANDIDATE FOR AREA 3 REP 
Hi! I’m running for Area 3 Rep again.  I have been your Rep 

for 6 years now and look forward to running again.  I hope I have 
served you well.                                    Mahalo, Joe Good 
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CANDIDATE FOR AREA 2 
Aloha HACA members!  Once again, I ask for your vote to 

serve another year as HACA Area 2 Board Member.  As a resident of 
Hawaiian Acres since 1982; as a former Hawaii County Council-
member, and as a 25-plus year teacher of Special Education, I feel 
well prepared to help our Hawaiian Acres community.  Please par-
ticipate in HACA board elections and return your ballot.  Mahalo for 
your vote of confidence!         Vote: Julie Jacobson Area 2 HACA. 

CANDIDATE FOR AREA 2 REP  
Hi, I’m Stephanie Bath.  My husband and I have resided in Ha-

waiian Acres since 1981.  We have two children, which we have home 
schooled, and currently have enrolled in the Waiakea Complex in Hilo.  
I am an avid gardener, love high altitude backpacking, keep bees, and 
have been successfully practicing massage therapy on the Big Island 
since 1982.  In the 1980’s I served on the HACA Board.  I am currently 
serving as a member of the County of Hawaii, Puna Regional Circula-
tion Plan, and community advisor group.   There are a lot of good folks 
in our community.  I see deep commitment by most serving on the cur-
rent HACA board.  It will be a privilege to join them in serving you.  
My #1 goal will be to look out for our God given rights.  For me these 
are to feel safe on the land we live and to insure the preservation of the 
rural/agricultural environment we currently have.  Hawaiian Acres is a 
unique place! 

CANDIDATES’ LETTERS, CON’T. 

CANDIDATE FOR AREA 1 
Aloha,  I've been an area representative on the HACA council 

since I moved to the Big Island in October 2003.  I plan on spending the 
rest of my life here in Hawaiian Acres, so I'd like to stay involved with 
the community.  I've recently retired from federal government servitude, 
so I now have time to get involved in things that interest me.  I am a 
member of the Sierra Club, Nature Conservancy, Earthjustice and World 
Wildlife Fund. I really really enjoy living in Hawaiian Acres and I'd like 
to do what I can to help.  I've attended all the HACA council and gen-
eral membership meetings since I moved to the area....and I'd like to 
think that I've made some positive contributions.  I'd appreciate you 
support in the upcoming elections.              Mahalo, Diana Miller 

NOTIFICATION FOR PROPOSED  

BYLAWS AMENDMENTS:   
(All proposed changes are in italics; proposed amendments will be voted on at 
the Annual Meeting of the Members on July 17, 2005.) 
 

ARTICLE XII 
AUDITOR 
 

SECTION 4. currently states:  Audit:  (Added 7/20/97)  The com-
pleted audit must be submitted and approved by a licensed CPA on a 
yearly basis or as requested by the Council. 
SECTION 4. proposed to be amended to:  Audit:  (Added 7/20/97)  
The completed audit must be submitted and approved by a licensed 
CPA each even-numbered year or as requested by the Council. 
 

ARTICLE XVI 
FISCAL YEAR 
 

SECTION 1. currently states:  Determination:   (Amended 7/15/75)  
The Fiscal Year of the Corporation shall be from July 1st of one year 
to June 30th of the following year to correspond to the filing require-
ments of the Corporation Non-Profit Exhibit with the State of Ha-
waii. 
SECTION  l.  proposed to be amended to: Determination:  (Amended 
7/15/75)  The Fiscal Year of the Corporation shall be from January 

1st to December 31st  to correspond to the filing requirements of the 
Corporation Non-Profit Exhibit with the State of Hawaii. 

stranded ‘cause of no access. 
There are some in HA that are frustrated about the thought of hav      

ing another public thoroughfare going thru HA. I share in the frustration 
at times. Others and I have watched the County build the PEAR thru our 
community, without community consensus. Now they are attempting to 
get deed to the PEAR. 

On November 8, 2004, I met with Mayor Harry Kim. In attendance 
was County Corporate Council Gerald Takase, Bruce McClure head of 
County Public Works, two other Hawaiian Acres residents, Harry Kim 
and myself. One topic I wanted clarified was a rumor I had heard that the 
County was in the process of acquiring the deed from us as landowners 
for the PEAR. We are told that by law they “technically can” with the 
signature of only one lot owner. This concerned me. It doesn’t seem 
right to have the government come in and do this to our private property. 
In fact the County is a lot owner in HA so it can be their signa-
ture….Hmmmm? By the way, Harry Kim did appear to be uncomfort-
able with this letter of the law approach. He seems like more of the spirit 
of the law kind of guy. During the meeting we were told that Bob Jacob-
son, our Councilperson, was given the task of communicating with the 
community months prior regarding this issue. The Mayor was surprised, 
as were the others present, to hear that this had not occurred. 

This is all water under the bridge now. I hope. There must be some 
way to get info. I thought about it and wanted to run this by you folks. 
We have County Council reps. that get paid to do their job. Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if County Council people met with community associations 
and/or other residents in a group forum to keep us abreast of county is-
sues directly having an impact on our lives? In the case of Hawaiian 
Acres perhaps a brief report to the HACA board at the monthly meetings 
would work. It would insure accountability of our elected official to us. I 
would imagine Council reps would welcome this regular interaction with 

 

Hawaiian Acres Future –addendum to Planning committee report 
(Continued from page 4) 

their constituents. Most people have access to Internet thru the public 
library system. We can post updates on the HACA web site for non-
residents and those who want to be kept informed but don’t have 
community meetings high on their list of priorities. On critical issues, 
posters can be made and posted at the subdivision entrances to share 
info. 

There is a saying that goes something like this, “If you fail to 
plan, you plan to fail.”    

Stephanie Bath, HA resident       sbath@flex.com 
 



Notice: Separate from HACA is HARC - Hawaiian Acres Road Corporation. If you aren’t already a member helping to maintain 
your roads, you can send $60.00 per year (January—December) to: 

 HARC     PO Box 1261, Kurtistown, HI      96760 

HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION 

NEWSLETTER SPRING-SUMMER 2005 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE & C RD CHAIR 

BY BILL KELLY 
Hello Acreites! 
Hopefully by the time you receive this newsletter our 

end of the year (2004) paving projects will be completed.  
This year what the previous board has selected as safety 
improvements with asphalt are 1) increasing the pavement at 
8 and F going uphill to two lanes.  This was a project that 
Devra Reeves had wanted for her 3 years on the board.  The 
board agreed that with our limited funds this was a much 
needed safety project. 

As a second safety improvement 2) we are widening 1 
Rd at Bad Okole hill because it is a blind hill with very lim-
ited sight distance. To those of you who aren’t familiar with 
Bad Okole hill it is between  D & E on 1 Rd. 

These two projects are costing approximately $18,000, 
or approximately 20% of our 2004 road dues.  We have 75 
miles of roads in Hawaiian Acres so we have very little 
monies to do permanent fixes of roads.  We, as a board, 
maintain as best possible the lettered roads with gravel and 
grading, which are the up-and-down-hill roads of our subdi-
vision, as well as 1 Rd and 8 Rd as ingress and egress to 
Hawaiian Acres.  I, for one, celebrate the maintaining of our  
other numbered roads as gravel.  Neighbors can maintain 
their individual roads as they see fit, perhaps helping to keep 
the Ag land Agricultural.  Matching Fund Projects can help 
people with maintenance on their road. 

On to other business: the County and Hawaiian Acres 
have been hammering out a maintenance agreement for our 
portion of the Puna Emergency Access Road (PEAR).  Our 
position as HARC is: 

1.  Mowing of all shoulders (No Herbicide spraying) 
approximately every 6-8 weeks, or at least 4 times per year; 

2.  Prompt repair of potholes and shoulder breakdowns; 
radiuses extended on inside of all 90 degree turns; 

3.   Reflectors and striping down the centerline; 
4.  Ponding addressed on makai side of PEAR by ma-

chine (backhoe or grader), not changing course of water, just 
stopping silt build up.  Culvert work at appropriate spots for 
flood control; 

5.  “Pavement turns” reflective arrow signage at F & 9, 
F & 8, and Old Volcano Trail & 8. 

We thought we had an agreement at the Jan. 27 meet-
ing of HARC with Bruce McClure (County Public Works) 
and Gerald Takase, (County Corporation Counsel) here rep-
resenting the Mayor.  We have since been notified that there 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Current HARC Board of Directors 2005 
(till December 4, 2005) 

President & C Rd Chair    
    Bill Kelly           808-982-8700 

Vice-Pres & G Rd Chair         
    Kaila (Gail) Dehmer  808-966-4276   

Treasurer & E Rd Chair  
        Roberta Brashear      808-966-7002 
Secretary          position open 

Pavement Chair                             position open 
             

B Rd Chair     Nicky Rapoza     808-966-7738 
D Rd Chair     Paul Shrift          808-968-7593 
F Rd Chair      Kaila                        
 

HARC Monthly Meetings are held at the  
Community Center on the 4th Thursday  

of each month   6:00 PM 

                

 

VICE-PRESIDENT & G/F RD CHAIR  

REPORT 

BY KAILA (GAIL) DEHMER 
Well here we are again and another year has passed.  So 

much to do, so little time.  First of all, not only am I the repre-
sentative for G & F, but I’m also the Vice President. What, 
Who, Why???? It seems we have a lack of volunteers in our 
community, and can’t find anyone to help tackle these jobs.  I 
urge everyone and anyone to come forward and join their com-
munity & us by being a representative.  The only stipulation is 
that you have to be a “Paid” member.  Ask yourself  “How can 
I make a difference?” 

Come to one of our meetings, and join us to help keep 
our roads drivable & accessible to emergency vehicles.  It’s 
not that hard of a job (except when you have too many as in 
my case.)  And it has its rewards, the smiling faces as cars pass 
you while you’re raking out gravel on his or her road, the head 
nods of approval, the “shaka” someone gives you, or just a 
lending hand.  My mission was to make “G” road an easier 
drive and it’s starting to look good.  I started at 1 road and I’ve 
gotten down to 6 road, it doesn’t seem like much, But it is a lot 
considering I do have 2 jobs and “Moopuna’s” (grandchildren) 
to juggle in my life not to mention my better-half, Tarael, who 
has been so supportive and is always willing to make my life 

(Continued on page 3) 
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

The HARC Board would like Acres’ residents  
to come out and help with  

Road & Beautification Projects: 
*Garbage Pickup 
*Easement Mowing/Weedeating  
*Clear Intersections    
*Fill Potholes w/ HARC cinder 
*Traffic control during road work    

 
Please Contact a Board Member or the office  

for details 
We also need help when newsletters are pub-

lished. Help needed is inserting of ballots, folding and 
attaching mailing labels.  

HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION 

NEWSLETTER SPRING-SUMMER 2005 

D RD/ PAVEMENT REPORT 

BY PAUL SHRIFT 
 
Rd D: 2004 was a wild weather year, long periods of dry 

conditions creating very dusty conditions and extreme heavy 
rains washing away hills and creating large deep holes. The 
total number of people paying their dues was approx 114 from 
Rd 1 to Rd 11. So with the limited funds and with matching 
funds I tried to maintain on a regular basis with gravel and box 
scraping what I could. Main emphasis is ingress and egress off 
Rd 8 (Moho) and Road 1 (Uhini Ana).  
 Having problems still with quads and off road motorcycles 
tearing up the roads and people spinning tires, all of which 
create holes when it rains. If the weather is dry please slow 
down as it creates very dusty conditions. Drive slowly through 
any intersections, as many are blind and a few fender benders 
have happened so caution must be taken. The conditions dic-
tate speed but an unwritten speed is 15mph on the gravel 
roads, 25mph on Rd 8 and 20-25mph on Rd 1. When coming 
in at night on Rd 1 please turn down the headlights to facilitate 
safe driving for those going out.  
 All tracked vehicles i.e.: bulldozers MUST be trailered to 
either the lot or to the nearest cross street. With more pave-
ment areas bulldozers and tracked heavy machinery rip out  
expensive pavement work. If you are bulldozing more than 
10,000 sq ft then a permit called a grubbing permit must be 
obtained from the county first and then soil and water conser-
vation will come out and advise for free.  
 Try to harvest all trees and endemic plants 1st before rip-
ping your land. Any questions please call the office or myself.  
  
Pavement: For the 1st time in many years we put down gravel 
shoulders from Rd B to the front on Rd 9. This money came 
from Rd B funds not Rd 9 or pavement funds. Rd 9 is a match-
ing funds road so if the people who live on that road want 
mowing or pavement repair then hui (gather) your funds and it 
can happen. Rd 1 shoulders are being extended and widened. 
A contractor box scrapes now and again for free on his return 
trip home with the box scraper. Remind one and all to drive 
slowly on the shoulders. Bad ass (okole) hill will be widened 
this year for safety, and shoulders widened from D to E.  
Left over monies from 2004 will be used for Rd 1 project, Rd 
F and 8 project and some work on Rd D-  mainly the ever pre-
sent wash out spots and a critical spot called “stair step” right 
up from Rd 4 towards Rd 3 on Rd D.  
 With costs rising on materials and contractors I am hoping 
more people will pay their dues so to maintain the roads in a 
timely fashion. If you are poor, pay what you can. Can’t pay 
the contractors with air. Up to everyone to help out. 

Aloha and drive safe. 

are areas where the County wants to spray Herbicide. 
I have asked the County to identify those areas so we 

might address them in some other manner.  Example:  
small bulldozer, etc.  The County has stated that they will 
comply.  My feeling is that Public Works should mow now 
what they can and that would show conclusively what ar-
eas they consider to need herbicide.  I am against any ex-
tensive use of herbicides if there are any other alternatives. 

The mowing and other improvements to the safety of 
8 Rd are long overdue.  The County has only mowed 8 Rd 
once since they paved it to 2 lanes.  That’s once in 5 years.  
And they didn’t even do the portion of 9&F Rd of the 
PEAR. 

I propose that all immediate neighbors are to be con-
sulted of any sections of PEAR which the County wishes 
to spray, and as a community to help make a more perma-
nent solution such as making the areas mowable. 

I would like to thank all the residents who volunteer 
their time and equipment for the maintenance of our roads. 
Specifically all the members of the board. 

Operators that have helped me personally on projects 
are Tom (Rod) Ackerman, Royce McClung, Jim Rietveld, 
Lincoln Pasqual, Larry Mehan, Tim Greene, Bob Delima, 
Loeffler Construction. These people are our neighbors; 
hire them and their equipment; keep your money local. 

If anyone has a specialty or a piece of equipment that 
they would like us to consider in road maintenance, please 
contact Laurie at the Community Center Monday, Wednes-
day, or Thursday 9am to 1 pm.   808-966-9892. 

Lastly, our HARC board is in need of two more vol-
unteers as road reps. If you have some time and the desire 
to help in the Acres,  please contact us.            

Aloha,                Bill Kelly 

President’s Report   (Continued from page 1) 



B RD REPORT 

BY NICKY RAPOZA 
 

 Hi! My name is Nicky Rapoza, your new 
area Rep. for B road. I’m looking forward to 
working with you and the other Reps on the 
HARC board. I have been a road supervisor for 
the County of Puna Roads for 25 years.  If you 
have any ideas or concerns for B road you can 
call me at 808-966-7738.  Thank you! 

  

  
 

 

 
MATCHING FUNDS 

 
 

 What are matching funds? This is a question 
on the minds of many Hawaiian Acres residents 
and property owners. Here is your answer!! 
 The HARC Matching Funds Program is a pro-
gram in which one-half of desired road work 
costs are paid for by HARC, and the other half 
paid for by persons requesting the road work. 
There are certain rules and regulations regarding 
the procedure in which matching funds are ob-
tained and dispensed. The following are general 
guidelines: 
1. At least one person of the group requesting 
matching funds must be a paid member of the 
Road Corporation. 
2. Before work commences, the person or per-
sons requesting matching funds must come to a 
monthly Board meeting to pay for half of the 
project, or have contacted their Road Rep. and 
delivered their $$ to the office. 
3. The proposed work must be approved by the 
HARC Board. 
4. There must be matching funds available for 
the area in which the work is to be done. Cur-
rently, there is a $600.00 total per project, of 
which HARC will pay half. 
5. This program is generally for the numbered 
roads, not the main ingress & egress roads. 

HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION 

NEWSLETTER SPRING-SUMMER 2005 
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TREASURER & E RD REPORT 

BY ROBERTA BRASHEAR-KAULFERS 
 

I would like to thank all of the lot owners 
who have paid their Road Dues for 2005. The 
second billing is out now, so please kokua and 
pay your share. Remember, we DO NOT have 
mandatory road dues in our subdivision, so it is 
critical that everyone participate to keep OUR 
roads maintained and as SAFE as possible. We 
need your contributions. 

 
To all users of E Road. 
Sections of E road from 1-5 have been 

graded and are soon to be graveled. Other sec-
tions, specifically from 5 to 9 Road are in a state 
of disrepair. Why you might ask? Partly because 
of the inability to get the proper equipment in to 
grade the roads and the Big rains of April. The 
Large hill on E between 8 and 7 roads is being 
taken down. By the time you read this, that enor-
mous project will be complete. As soon as it is 
taken down, E road will be graded, graveled  and 
all necessary improvements will be done.  Please 
be Patient! 

Matching funds are also available if you live 
on the numbered roads that intersect E Road. 
Matching funds are available up to $300 per pro-
ject by a lot owner/$300 paid by HARC. The 
person requesting the matching funds must be a 
paid member of HARC. 

Please feel free to contact me at 966-7002 if 
you have a matching funds project or any other E 
road concerns. Aloha and drive safely! 

Roberta  
 

easier, by taking on these projects with me and never com-
plaining.  Aloha au ea’ oe kuuipo. 

So, to all you men & women, I urge you to take some 
time to help in your community.  Come join us to help 
make our subdivision a better place for generations to 
come. 

Kaila   

Vice-President’s Report      (Continued from page 1) 



ATTENTION ALL LOT OWNERS 
If you are planning on bulldozing and/or grading your property, please remember that it is illegal to change the 

course of water flowing at the entry to your property and/or at the exit of your property. You may make water 

flow changes only on your property. 
Also, you may or may not need a grubbing or grading permit. Check with the  

County of Hawaii Planning Dept. (808-961-8288). 

The Soil & Water Conservation District (808-933-8350) can help you if you join as a contributor. They will help 

you with a plan for your property at no cost and no permit needed.  

If you choose this, but do not go by the plan they help develop, you may need to deal with the  

County of Hawaii in the future.  

 

To All Hawaiian Acres Lot Owners: 

 
 The utility companies surveyed the road right-of-ways on all 75+ miles of 

road in Hawaiian Acres. 
 
Their responsibility was to leave 35 feet of roadway in front of their poles and 

5 feet behind their poles. 
 
As HARC is not in the financial position to survey these 75+ miles of road, it 

is the HARC position that this established for all time the 40 foot right-of-way 
owned jointly by all 4009 lot owners. 

 
If a lot owner were to dispute this right-of-way, we believe that a dispute 

would best be taken up with the utility company, as we did not do the survey. 
 
Respectfully, 
WG Kelly, President 
Hawaiian Acres Road Corporation 

HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION 

NEWSLETTER SPRING-SUMMER 2005 

4 



                        2004 SURVEY RESULTS                     BY JACK RUSSELL BRAUHER 
Mahalo to the landowners that participated in the 2004 survey.  The number of returns were a low 7%.  The surveys are our only tools in which 

to plan the future of HA.  Therefore, we will use the percentages as a tool to determine a trend in landowners’ desires and to represent them at the 
County and State levels of government for issues that affect HA.  Over the past 10 years, and 3 different surveys, those trends have remained consis-
tent. 

In retrospect, the survey could have been better.  Please consider that we are volunteers giving our time and energy to keep HA a desirable place 
to live and farm. 

There were a lot of comments that were handwritten on the returned surveys.  Some were very colorful, some critical, and some expressed their 
gratitude and satisfaction with the survey.  Because of the large amount of comments we’re unable to publish them for your entertainment.  See Dan 
Waldhoff’s summary of randomly selected comments below. A few of the comments expressed their perception that the questions were pointed or 
slanted.  I apologize, but still wonder what it would have been like had they created the questions. 

Four respondents checked “Yes” for question 16.  Because we neglected to check return addresses, we lost contact info for them.  If you’re one 
of those and you’re still willing, please contact our office.  Questions 9 and 10 got almost no responses.  This part of the survey could have been bet-
ter.  The few that did respond indicated that very limited commercial activity be allowed.  Others would allow environmentally friendly enterprises.  
Examples of what not to allow ranged from convenience stores or gas stations, and any noise and pollution generators. 

The results are reported here as percentages.  Each question’s percentage was calculated individually. 

         QUESTIONS                               YES NO 
1.a. Are you a HA resident?        (%)   61.6 38.3 
   b. Are you a non-resident landowner?       52.1  47.8 
   c. Do you (non resident) plan to reside here?     70.8 29.1 
   d. Are you a HACA member?         61.9 38 
   e. Are you a HARC member?         60.3 39.1 
   f. Are you a member of both HACA & HARC?    58.9 41 
2.a. Do you practice commercial Ag on your property?  
  (animals or plants for sale)        26.7 73.2 
   b. Do you practice subsistence Ag on your property?  
  (to feed yourself/family)        49.7 50.2 
   c. Do you intend to conduct any Ag ventures?      60.1 39.8 
3. Are you for retaining Agricultural zoning for HA?   94.1 5.8 
4. Are you for subsistence Farming land classification?   78.8 21.1 
5. Are you in favor of an appropriate tax status for #4?   79.6 20.3 
6. Do you agree that all planning for the future of HA be  
 performed by HA landowners over outside planning 
 groups?              80.3 19.6 
7. Do you favor the restriction of pesticide & herbicide 
  use upwind of water catchment systems and organic 
 farms?              82.8 17.1 
8. Are you in favor of keeping commercial development 
 out of HA?             78.3 21.6 
9. If you answered yes to #8, any exceptions you would 
 approve of ?             0.0    0.0 
10. If you answered no to #8, what exceptions would  
 you not allow?              0.0    0.0 
11. Are you in favor of retaining private ownership of 
 the collectively owned road lot?       71.9 28 
12. Are you in favor of mandatory road fees?     43.5 56.4 
13. Are you in favor of the current voluntary road  
 maintenance program?      Residents:   64.4 35.5 
           Non-Residents:  73.2 26.7 
14. Do you think road maintenance should be a separate  
 function from the community association?     62.3 37.6 
15. Would you favor a HACA membership cost in which  
 additional funds would go to improvement projects?  53.0 46.9 
16. Want to donate your property to HA? Contact us.     2  97.9 
17. Would you support a HACA owned water tanker?   52.1 47.8 

QUESTIONS                            YES NO 
18. Do you favor a community water spigot on the County  
 owned lot on 9 Rd between F & G?   (%) 63.8 36.1 
19. Do you favor municipal water in HA?  13.6 86.3 
 (Est. cost of Muni-Water = $18,000/lot; 
 and the potential for property tax increases) 
20. Do you support a rubbish transfer station on 
 the County owned lot?      48.9 51 
21. Do you favor additional highways through 
 HA?          20.1 79.8 
22. Do you favor a Central Subdivision Corridor 
  from Paradise Park to Volcano, through the 
  center of HA?        24.3 75.6 
23. Do you favor speed bumps at each 8 Rd 
   intersection to control speeders?   55.4 44.5 
24. a. Do you favor independent alternative energy 
 over monopolized grid-based electrical 
  distribution?        70.6 29.3 
  b. Should HACA be a role model for the greater 
   community re: alternative energy?   71.9 28 
25. Do you think HACA is a benefit to the  
  greater HA community?     85.7 14.2 
26. Do you think HACA should be making  
  decisions for the greater HA community? 57.7 42.2 
27. Please Rate HACA’s Performance: 
 Excellent-6.8; Good-69; Marginal-19.5; Poor-4.5 
28. Rate the following Issues for Importance 
                    Privacy/ Safety / Property Values / Ag Zoning 
Very Imp.    62.5 72.4   47.8  55.4 
Somewhat Imp.  26.3 23.6   40.4  33.1 
Not Imp.      10.4   0.38     8.5    8.1 
No Opinion             0.6   3.4     3.1    3.1 
29. Have you seen our website?     20.8 79.1 
30. Do you have any input for the website?  12.0 87.9 
31. Do you favor a Closed Gate between HA 
       & Ainaloa Subdivision/on County Lot?  26.4 73.5 
32. Do you favor the County’s marijuana 
  eradication program?      39.4 60.5 
33. Have you had negative impact from low- 
  flying helicopters?        47.8 52.1 
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1. Several respondents noted that helicopters bothered their livestock. A respondent was more concerned about the "ice" problem rather than the helicopters. Many 
responded that noise was a problem. Several responded that they considered helicopters an invasion of privacy. 2. The web site appealed to several respondents. 
Others suggested it was amateurish. One wanted the newsletter posted on the web site to save postage. One wanted to be able to pay dues through the web site. One 
asked for access to be able to report situations needing attention. One asked for more maps and pictures. One asked for a flood map. Several asked for more regular 
updates to keep the web site current. 3. There were several requests for postal boxes at the community center. 4. One respondent suggested that the role of HACA 
should be to encourage development. Another asked for a police sub-station in Hawaiian Acres. Many others asked that there be no development. 5. Several sug-
gested that small stores be allowed, but that alcohol not be sold or only health food should be sold, or that only non-polluting businesses be allowed. Another asked 
for a gas station. Several suggested a B&B would be appropriate. Several suggested churches should be allowed. Many wanted no commercial applications allowed 
other than agriculture. 6. There were many requests for the gate at the connector road at the Ainaloa subdivision entrance to be left open. There were no trends shown 
in the comments. The preponderance of respondents made no entry to the general comments section. 



COMMUNITY WATCH PROGRAM 

 A.K.A. ”DA WATCH” 

BY KEN CUTTING 
At the last HACA meeting, I gave my Neighborhood Watch 

Report.  After I had informed everyone of the problems happening 
in our area, license plate numbers of thieves to watch out for, loca-
tions of suspected ice (Meth) Dealers and other things going on, I 
asked if anyone in the room had anything to report.  Of course, 
people did. 

One neighbor reported that they had some building materials 
stolen.  No,  they did not call the police.  No, they did not notify the 
Watch Program.  I received a phone call from a neighbor, someone 
was firing a gun near his house at 2 a.m. the night before.  Again, 
police were not called. 

This story has repeated itself over and over in the 15 years 
that I have been with the Watch Program.  People say: “I don’t 
want to get involved,” or “The Police can’t do anything.”  One 
thing is certain, they can’t do a damn thing if they don’t know 
about it! 

If we keep acting like victims, we will always be victims.  It’s 
time to make a stand.  Become Proactive rather than Reactive.  
Neighborhood Watch Programs Work!  Get Involved!! 

CO. FIVE BRAVO VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT 

BY CHIEF SHELDON LEHMAN 
Since the last newsletter, things have been pretty quiet.  We did 

have a structure fire on G Rd that was a total loss.  Unfortunately, the 
home was fully engulfed when 5 BRAVO arrived along with COMPANY 
5 Keaau.  The fire was contained and kept from spreading into surround-
ing brush and forest.   

We have had a lot of vog lately.  Vog is volcanic smoke and fog; 
much worse than most smog.  Due to the vog, the Health Dept. issues a 
“No Burn” Ban.  A “No Burn” Ban means no outdoor burning, except 
cooking fires.  Because it is not known when these burn bans are in effect, 
the Fire Dept. gets a lot of calls for unauthorized controlled burning.  
These calls are mostly about people burning leaves and brush in their 
backyard.  If you intend to burn anything, call fire dispatch first at 961-
8336. They will inform you of any bans in effect, and also keep from 
having to dispatch trucks to investigate unknown smoke.  The Hawaiian 
Acres Fire Dept water tank needed a new liner.  So at the March training, 
the Fire volunteers pumped out the water, cleaned the tank and installed a 
new liner.  It took a lot longer than normal training but it got done.  
Thanks to the hard work of all the volunteers.  As always, I feel the need 
to remind everyone to get fire extinguishers for their home and learn to 
use them.                                 Have a Safe and Fire-Free Summer. 
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM 

BY KEN CUTTING 

The time to prepare for a disaster is now, before it happens.  It 
takes just a small amount of time and effort on our parts to prepare 
for a disaster.   

STEP 1: Make a FAMILY DISASTER PLAN.  Talk with 
your family about the types of Emergencies you could face, and 
what everyone should be prepared to do. 

Pick two places to meet.  For example, if your smoke detec-
tors go off in the night, meet at the neighbor’s house across the 
street, or a safe place outside your neighborhood in case you can’t 
return home. 

Ask an out of state friend to be your “Family Contact” person.  
After a disaster, it is often easier to call Long Distance than to make 
Local Calls.  Make sure everyone knows your Contact’s phone 
number.   

STEP 2:  Build a DISASTER SUPPLIES KIT.  Store at least 
Three Days worth of FOOD, WATER, and CLOTHING for each 
member of your family, including your PETS!  Have your Emer-
gency Supplies ready to go in case you need to evacuate.   

STEP 3:  GET TRAINED.  Make sure at least one person in 
your family is trained in Basic FIRST AID and CPR.   

Knowing what to do BEFORE an Emergency can make a big 
difference.  The time to prepare is NOW.  For information, Search 
the Web for REDCROSS.ORG, FEMA.GOV, or READY.GOV.  
You can snail mail FEMA at POB 70274, Washington D.C., 20024.   

HURRICANE SEASON runs from June to November.   
Prepare for the Worst, Pray for the Best. 

LANDOWNERS’ RELATIONS 
Current resident Hawaiian Acres property owners and visiting non-

residents can not help but notice the increased development going on in 
East Hawaii, to include our subdivision.  The majority of lots in Hawaiian 
Acres are 3 acres and that is a lot of land, but since most of our lots are 
150 feet wide and about 877 feet deep, when lots are developed side-by-
side, neighboring houses could potentially be in close proximity. 

Historically, Hawaiian Acres has been a peaceful, rural community 
that afforded greater privacy to most residents because of the number of 
vacant undeveloped lots adjacent to their properties that are generally 
owned by non-residents.  Many residents here would be interested in pur-
chasing the lots adjacent to their properties in order to preserve privacy 
and to reduce the population density in our community.  However, in most 
cases, they are not aware if the adjacent lot owners are even interested in 
selling.  Often, lots go up for sale and are purchased by people outside of 
our community with the adjacent lot owners having no knowledge that 
they were available.  

The real estate market is currently very active, so listed properties 
often sell very quickly. In order to give resident and non-resident property 
owners an opportunity to connect potential sellers and buyers within the 
Hawaiian Acres community, HACA's Landowners' Relations Committee 
is establishing a Hawaiian Acres Property Information list. If you have a 
vacant lot in Hawaiian Acres and you think that you might be interested in 
selling, you may forward your name, property and contact information to 
the HACA office via e-mail at  

hacalandownerrelations@verizon.net or by US postal service, PO 
Box 368, Kurtistown, HI 96760.  Please write "Attention: Landowner 
Relations Committee" on any correspondence forwarded to the HACA 
office.  This information will be added to a list that will be keep at the 
HACA office and added to our website (once we get the expertise to do 
that) and will be available for review by potential buyers. If potential buy-
ers and sellers reach an agreement, it is their choice if they want to use a 
real estate agent to complete the transaction . The sale can be completed 
through one of the local title companies without the assistance of a realtor. 
In addition to the listing of lots for sale, we are also soliciting people who 
would like to exchange their vacant lot for one in another area of Hawai-
ian Acres. In this case, the lot owners may forward the location of the 
property that they would like to swap and lot location desired along with 
their name and contact information to the same HACA address as men-
tioned above. 

If you add your name and property information to our listing and 

later decide that you are no longer interested in being listed, you can 
contact the Landowner Relations Committee via the contact options 
listed in the previous paragraph for removal from the list. 

This Hawaiian Acres Property Listing is envisioned to be a com-
munity service.  However, we are not really sure how much interest, if 
any, people will have in this program.  If we get some response, we'll 
make a listing.                          Diana Miller, Area 1 Rep 
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Things That Work         by Dan Waldhoff 
 We are dependent on the Sun for our electricity. I elected to put the  
$$$ to connect to HELCO into a solar/PV system. Being unsure of ex-
actly how big (or small) a system we would need, I decided to experiment 
based on the concept of minimalism. Standard bulbs are heaters that  
make light. In a grid connected system they are a major part of the  
electric bill (the refrigerator is THE major part of that bill!). Years  
and years ago I changed the bulbs in a condo I managed from standard  
incandescent to fluorescent. The Owners Association experienced a  
saving that gave them a 2 year pay back on the installation. I've never  
used an incandescent bulb since. From about 8 years ago I have watched  
the development of LED lamps, specifically watching their price fall as  
market saturation increases. When the price met my cost criteria this  
year I sprung for them to put into our new house. 
 Now a word about our philosophy on lighting. After living years in  
Japan - where electricity is almost as expensive as gasoline - we  
learned to light areas where we are, that is where we are using light.  
My American experience had been something like making daylight in 
whole areas of the house, turning night into day. In Japan I learned to use  
small, efficient and inexpensive area lighting. I read with a reading  
light, cooked with a light on the preparation area, ate with a light  
over the table, watched TV with the light of the TV (like at the  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Ten years ago we would take walks down the road from our families’ land on 7rd between E and F and enjoy the quiet beauty of 

our neighborhood. Then one of the nearby landowners decided to start hauling junk cars onto his vacant land. Soon after, junk cars started 
showing up along the road and in the lot across the street. Now, a walk down this same section of road is greeted by rusted out cars and 
trucks with broken glass, sharp pieces of metal and the stench of petroleum.  

There have been junk cars dumped in Hawaiian Acres for a long time. In the past nothing was really done about it. Occasionally 
someone would call the police or county but it seldom ended up with any action. The usual excuse was because our roads are privately 
owned and not the counties responsibility. This past year the problem became so bad that there were cars being dumped at night in the road 
itself obstructing access to emergency vehicles and residents. We also had “parts scavengers” roaming the area at all hours of the day or 
night. Occasionally they trespassed onto our property as well. Our piece of paradise was becoming a place that was unsafe for families, es-
pecially those with children or pets.  

After repeated calls to the police, the county and the State Dept. of Health we were directed to the County Planning Dept. They 
began an enforcement action against the landowner who was storing more than 200 vehicles on their property. The Hawaiian Acres Commu-
nity Association also wrote a letter to the landowner who was in violation of county codes and zoning laws. The landowner then attempted 
to legitimize the “junkyard” by applying for a special use permit. Fortunately, our community responded with an overwhelming NO by mak-
ing phone calls, sending e-mails and writing letters to the planning commission and just days before a hearing on the matter was to occur the 
application was withdrawn. The counties action is now being ‘enforced’ and the landowner is removing the vehicles from their property. 
Unfortunately, there are many more remaining on neighboring adjacent properties, that are left to those landowners to deal with. The county 
has also begun removing cars dumped within the road right-of-way. Once the cars are all gone we plan on doing a community clean up to 
get all the batteries, tires and glass that remain. Hopefully that day will be soon. 

Mahalos from the St.John, Becher and Bradley Ohana to the Hawaiian Acres Community Association, the Hawaiian Acres Road 
Corp., The Hawaiian Acres Community Watch Program and The County Planning Dept. Mahalo to county employees Mr. Robert Usagawa, 
Mr. James Isa and planning director Chris Yuen. Also, to Rep. Bob Jacobson and his staff for their support, to Ken Cutting for his long time 
involvement and to Laurie Saarinen for her constant willingness to help.                                Craig Bradley 

Aloha Fellow HACA members and Friends, 
 
Thanks for your continued membership in our community association. The real wealth of our community is our people. 
During the last few months we have seen an increase in the number of building permits issued for homes in Hawaiian acres. 
Earlier this year the Hawaii County Council passed our long awaited (5 years) General Plan. I am pleased to say, that because of the 

consensus of the community, Hawaiian Acres remains as agricultural land in our General Plan Land Use Designation maps. Please remem-
ber this and develop the agricultural and forest potential as you use your land. I just helped to end an inappropriate use of land (in Hawaiian 
Acres) that had been used as an illegal auto junkyard. These individuals now have about 5 months to clean up their site or face large daily 
fines. 

Please look at our zoning  and planning codes before starting any development plans for your property. The rules are in place to pro-
tect you , your property, your neighbors and the value investments by others. 

As always I am sure that many of you have concerns I need to know about. Please contact me at my office: Voicemail: 808-961-8263, 
Fax: 808-961-8912 or Email: jjaco@co.hawaii.hi.us.                                       Mahalo, Hawaii County Councilmember Bob Jacobson 

movies). 
 Lights in our house now are small. I bought 9 LED bulbs from  
SuperbrightLEDs.com. They were not cheap but not as expensive as my  
batteries, though they should probably last a lot longer. I bought LED  
bulbs that produce approximately the same lumens as a 20 watt  
incandescent bulb but use about 1.2 watts of power. The light they  
produce is beautiful, soft, clear and clean. They remind me of the  
light of the moon on a snow field. I am not fond of the FEEL of light  
on a snow field but I find the light quality very good for my eyes and  
spirit. These are perfect for us in areas that we don't find need a  
lot of light, like the bathroom, bedroom and even the living room  
overhead lights. They are not bright enough for the work areas like the  
kitchen where we use very low wattage fluorescents. 
 Our experience is still too short and I am technically challenged  
enough to not be able to give details but I can say that our 300 watts  
of PV and 400 amps of 24 volt L-16 batteries are more than sufficient  
to keep our little home well lit and comfortable. I can also say that  
were we on grid I would most certainly rather be paying for 1 watt of  
light and getting the value of 20 than paying for standard incandescent  
or even fluorescent lighting . 
 We have experienced some problems with individual bulbs but those  
problems are specific to the wiring in the house. We use a modified  
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NEW HAWAIIAN ACRES SIGN 
HACA President Russ Brauher appointed a Sign Committee 

on April 11, 2004 as a result of a complaint issued by several local 
citizens. The committee was assigned the responsibility of creating a 
new attractive sign for the entrance to the Hawaiian Acres subdivi-
sion. 

Local sculptor, Bill McKnight, was commissioned to develop 
the sign. He located a beautiful 4’ by 6’ rectangular shaped stone on 
C Road, obtained permission to turn it into a sign, and inlaid white 
flecked granite letters which say “Hawaiian Acres” into the stone. 
Petroglyphs appropriate to the area have also been carved into the 
stone. Bill was very generous and has donated his services to create 
the sign. 

Property owner, Nhan Tran, was contacted and she has gra-
ciously agreed to allow the sign to be erected on her property at the 
end of Kuauli Road. Several volunteers gathered on Sunday, April 3, 
2005 to prepare the site for sign placement. 

Many wonderful volunteers have worked together and sepa-
rately to create this lovely new signage. They include: Joe Hasse, 
Nam Win, Stephanie Bath, Danny Brouillette, Nhan Tran, Russ Bra-
uher, Dan Waldhoff and Sandy Stokes. A big MAHALO to all of 
you for your concern and assistance! This has all been accomplished 
within one year. What a great group of volunteers! 

Two additional signs are planned to be created and placed 
within the next year. One sign will be placed at the end of South 
Kulani Road and the other is to be placed at the intersection of  9 
Road and Ainaloa Blvd. 

It is truly wonderful what can be accomplished when 
neighbors gather together, plan and work for the good of all con-
cerned! 

LOOK GOOD AND FEEL GREAT! 
Introducing a new total body workout class happening at the Ha-

waiian Acres Community Center Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings from 8 to 9 am. This class combines cardio fitness with 
strength training exercises. 

Fitness trainer Maxie O’Neill takes you through a rigorous one 
hour routine utilizing free weights, resistance bands and a S.T.E.P. to 
give you fast, positive results! 

Maxie is a professional fitness specialist who has instructed 
classes for corporate companies and organizations in Hawaii  for over 
20 years. She is a resident of Hawaiian Acres and is offering her exper-
tise free of charge to those interested in improving the quality of their 
body, mind and spirit. Please feel free to contact Maxie at 895-7988 for 
more information. 

 

NEWLETTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1) Did you want to donate your property to Hawaiian Acres 

and filled out the Survey as such? If you did, please con-
tact us with your name and address, as that info was not 
put on the survey form. Mahalo!! 

2) State law requires visible address signs  on residential 
properties showing the county-assigned address . 

3) If you are selling, swapping, or buying  land in the Acres 
please refer to the Land Registry article on page 9 of this 
newsletter. 

4) Reports for Community Watch can be called into the 
HACA office at 966-9892 after the initial police report has 
been made first by calling 911 in an emergency or police 
dispatch 935-3311. 

5) The HACA Board passed by majority vote to enter into an 
agreement with the County for increased police patrols to 
ticket speeders and patrol for other road safety concerns. 

 

 

 

sine wave inverter (1500 watts) that seems to provide the right kind 
of juice. Some outlets work "better" than others. I need to talk to an  
electrician about that - not the maker of the LED lamps. 
 I ordered all our LED lamps from SuperbrightLEDs.com, an 
internet purveyor. I have not seen LED lamps in stores and don't 
expect to. While some people feel uncomfortable buying over the 
internet I have no problems with the process. The company offers a 
variety of solutions and their service was excellent. There are alter-
native online sources but I sensed that they were too big - too many 
options confused me, I'm just a simple guy. 
 I can happily recommend a test of LED lamps (include them in 
your will, they last almost forever) and the purveyor I used. Should 
you have any comments or questions, please email me at 
dan@avalonfarm.net. 
 

Things That Work (Continued from page 10) 



LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO?? 
We always welcome volunteer help from our community!! 

call (808) 966-9892 to see how you can help! 

����    HACA COUNCIL MEETING - Second Monday of 
the months of June, August, September, November, 
December, 2005, February, March, & May, 2006 at 

7:00 pm, or after the Quarterly and Annual meetings. 

����    QUARTERLY AND ANNUAL HACA 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS - Next is the Annual 
Mtg, Sunday, July 17, 2005 at 2:00 pm with Regular 
Council meeting and Potluck to follow. Qtrly’s will be 

October 9, 2005, January 8, 2006, & April 9, 2006. 

����    HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION- 
4th Thursday of every month except November at 

6:00 PM. 

����    COMMUNITY WATCH (HACWP) - The first 

Thursday of every other month at 6:30PM. 

����    FITNESS CLASSES - Mondays, Wednesdays, 

Fridays from 8:00 am to 9:00 am 

����    HAWAII GROTTO (Caver’s) 3rd Thursday at 6:30; 

call HACA first 808-966-9892 

����    EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (HAERT) The 
first Thursday of every other month, following the 

HACWP mtg., at approximately 8:00 pm. 

����    PARKS AND PLANNING  COMMITTEE - Fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm. Call HACA 

first. 808-966-9892 

����    VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT TRAINING: First 

Tuesday of the month at 4:00 PM 

����    ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS the JungleBunch - 

Every Wednesday at 5:00 PM 

����    KARATE CLASSES:  Tuesdays & Thursdays at  

   4-4:45 for Keiki & 5-5:45 for teens and adults. Call       

   968-8987 

BULK RATE 
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